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than of conviction.   In temperament and nature, Hogg
had nothing in common with Shelley;  but lie had a
taking presence, was clever, and even intellectual, and
had a general vitality that charmed the younger of the
two,   The chief intellectual bond which united them
was their common love of the great Greek and Latin
poets and philosophers;  but, from the outset, Hogg,
sincerely admired while he never quite understood his
brilliant friend.   In his invaluable record of  his and
Shelley's life at Oxford, he has occasionally allowed his
imagination to fill up the blanks of memory, but in the
main his account is accurate,   A real friendship united
the two young men;  even where Hogg laughed at the
enthusiastic poet, he admired the noble, ardent, and re-
fined character of the youth, and where Shelley differed
materially from his elder companion he was never blind
to his mental powers, his kindly worldliness, his genial:
cynicism.   So closely linked are the Oxford experiences
of Hogg and Shelley that it is impossible to dissociate
them whenever we think of this period of the poet's
life.

It is impracticable to give Hogg's narrative in all its
vivid detail, but as his is the only authentic record of
this time, I shall endeavour to adequately condense
from those ever-fascinating pages dealing with " Shelley
at Oxford." Hogg the Oxonian was a very different in-
dividual from the egotistical and soured Hogg, "the
man of the world," who in 1858 so markedly betrayed
his incapacity to appropriately continue his story of the
greatest of English lyrical poets,
It was at the commencement of the Michaelmas termenienceinly
